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Local Author Writes a Weapon of Math Instruction
Eureka, CA  (03 Mar 2011) --  A recent survey found that 84% of American middle school students would rather clean their rooms, eat their vegetables, take out the garbage, or go to the dentist than do their math homework.  Many adults would make a similar statement.
People need to master the tools of their trade.  In construction this means a measuring tape, square, saw, etc.  Sometimes the most needed tool is math.

Author of A Trip To The Number Yard, Alan Cook says that the problem of math literacy isn’t limited to any one livelihood.  The lack of proficiency  often begins in elementary school as math class was boring or seemed irrelevant.  Students get lost and never catch up.  As adults, they find out that they need to use math but feel frustrated.
Help with practical math is needed in many settings, for example:


Carpenters


Anyone employed in construction


Construction technology programs

Home school

People have asked the author if the methods in A Trip To The Number Yard will work for them.  “If you are able to learn the rules of driving or baseball, then you can make good use of The Number Yard.”

Alan Cook is a co-owner of Solar Hot Water Plus and is part time faculty at College of the Redwoods.  
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